Character Creation Rules

Freebie Points

Linguistics 1 dot in languages to read and write English

National Characters must be born in Britain and of

Origins British decent, unless you get permission from
the ST.

Resources No resources above a 3 rating unless you get
permission

Contacts No extra points to buy contacts must use
regular freebies

Archery or Chose one or the other. If you want both, you

Firearms will have to buy them separately.

Vampires Camairilla Clans only even if you chose to be

Caitiff you must be of a Camarilla bloodline.

Werewolves

Fiana, Black Furies, Bone Gnawers, Silent
Striders, Glass Walkers, Ratkin, certain
Bastett

Mages Celestial Chorus, Order of Hermes,
Euthanatos, Verbena, Hollow Ones

Changeling NONE ALLOWED

Other -- With permission of the ST




Victorian Age: Vampire

I copied and edited this from White Wolf online, to help us keep our game consistent
with the book when it comes out next October.

Preview Victorian Age: Vampire, due out in 2002, through developer Justin Achilli's
outline for the author(s). October 2002; $25.95; 224pp. hardback; 140K words

It's the perfect setting for Vampire so why have we taken so long to do it? I don't have an
answer, but we're doing it now.

While historically defined as the years between 1840 and 1900, I'd like to narrow the
focus of the epoch a bit. I think that's part of what harmed Werewolf: The Wild West:
the fact that there was just so much to cover in such a short period of time. As such,
Vampire's Victorian era will cover the years of 1880-1897. This puts us in the era of
Jack the Ripper's murders; we have Dracula whispering in the ear of a suggestible
Irishman (the publication of Dracula is the "end date" for this setting, an apocalyptic
event [for the Kindred] that closes the era). The smoke and toil of the Industrial
Revolution has paved the way for Marxism (with The Communist Manifesto published in
1848 and Capital published in 1867), both of which provide ample opportunities for
Kindred to feed and hide among the lower classes and proletariat. "Alienism" and
psychology introduce the world to soft science, and parapsychology is an almost
legitimate branch of this. To borrow prose (and a hundred years) from Charles Dickens,
"It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the
age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the
season of Light, it was the season of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter
of despair." Mysticism sits side-by-side with science, poverty hovers in the eaves of
wealth's doorway, and faith and reason sneer across the table at each other. In short, it's
exactly like the modern World of Darkness without computers and the Sisters of Mercy.

At this time, the whole of the civilized world looks like London - fog creeps the streets
and even when the sun shines it's from behind a gray veneer of clouds. Despite the
dawning technologies of the time, the world is still lit only by fire, even though it's a
gaslight flame. This is the last of the times when cynicism hasn't completely eradicated
the Kindred from the consciousness of the world. While the very notion of vampires
would be absurd to mention in certain circles of society, those same circles will look over
their shoulders on the carriage ride home.

Theme and Mood
This project is actually going to have numerous themes.

VA:V's primary theme is, of course, that of the Gothic literary tradition. If you need help
conjuring the associated elements, please let me know and I'll take you off the project.



This is also the time period of the death knell for the relevance of the vampire in mortal
society. Mysticism is still pervasive enough for vampires to be a real (or at least
subconscious) threat to the world, but in generations to come, they'll just be ghost stories.
You can illustrate this in a variety of ways, particularly by dividing "rural" Kindred from
their "urban" fellows. To adapt a phrase from history, many rural Kindred will be
"rabbitcatchers," clutching a noble legacy but really only subsisting. By comparison, the
urban Kindred are part of the direction the world is heading. The vampire lord on the
mountain is a dying ideal - now, if vampires exist, they hide in the cities, fooling the
world into thinking they aren't there, but reaping all the benefits. Play up the importance
of the Masquerade here. It's been an ideal before, but forward-looking Kindred will see
that it's absolutely paramount to the survival of the race, while those anachronistic
Cainites who can't read the writing on the wall will sink inevitably into torpor or meet the
Final Death.

I also want the Victorian Era embodied by a clash of extreme ideologies. Piety versus
science, mysticism versus established faiths, poverty versus grandeur, base desires versus
high morality, Camarilla versus Sabbat. Yeah, we'll have some anarchs running around
and some autarkis squatting in filth heaps, but this is the era of the secret society, and
what symbolizes that better than secret societies of vampires, diametrically opposed (in
their propaganda, but as always, let us see the hypocrisy that they're just the same thing
with different club handshakes) in philosophy?

The weight of society is another theme that should be prevalent in this book. In fact, the
preponderance of secret Victorian societies reinforces that - certain ideals aren't part of
the normal flow of society, so people who uphold them join societies of like-minded
fellows. The Fabians, the Freemasons, occult hellfire clubs al of these and more are
examples of the sorts of "clubs" that exist in which one can direct the flow of society.
Note also that the Sabbat and Camarilla are just these sorts of things, social constructs to
affect a way of (un)life.

As far as mood goes, I don't think I have to spend much time discussing it here. We're
actually going for the gaslight mood that characterizes the entire popular conception of
Victorian culture. Take that existing mood and adapt Vampire to it, please.

Tone and Style

Be lurid! Be florid! Be overwrought! Don't bog down your point completely, but affected
speech is to be expected. Indulge a bit of your inner drama queen. Vampires don't feed in
the Victorian era, they ravish. Every love is the one that means the end of the world if it
doesn't work out; every sexual affair is tawdry.

Note that I'm not giving you license to be an adolescent twit - we do have to have
content, and hiding it beneath an impenetrable veneer of bad poetry won't do. What I do
want you to do is invoke the feel of the period through literary device and presentation of
your prose. A vampire disappearing down a murky alley with a flourish of his cloak -



kick ass! A woeful paean to the Eternal hunger and Oh, How My Soul is Damned - too
much. If certain characters are like this, fine, but don't you be like that.

As long as it's obvious that it's the period talking, we can even build the clans and sects as
more monolithic than they are in the modern nights. As always, the vampire is an
individual, but in the Victorian setting, it's entirely plausible to find oneself face-to-face
with a cabal of Tremere or a wicked conspiracy of Lasombra.

The Sun Never Sets on the Union Jack. London is unabashedly the "home town" of the
Victorian setting and I'd like the rest of the material to written from the point of view of a
Britisher. Much as modern World of Darkness books often express things from an
American context, this book should give us the frame of reference of the dominant
culture of the period.

The Masquerade is Flexible

Not to encourage people to run around like maniacs, but all that mysticism combined
with the Gothic mindset allows vampires to indulge a little more, or at least not be in such
dire immediate danger if they're caught in a decidedly Draculoid act. Remember that
information doesn't travel as quickly, so even if someone sees a Kindred, he won't have
instant retribution. Hunters will eventually arrive by train (q.v. Dracula), but even then,
only if the witness survives to tell someone and the message arrives. Kindred populations
probably swell beyond the 1:100,000 ratio, particularly in "vampire country" like Eastern
Europe and centers of Sabbat influence. In fact, because of the relative slowness of
communication and awareness, 1:50,000 might even be the general rule. Assuming a
population of 1.4 billion worldwide at this point in history (Jean-Noel Biraben, "An
Essay Concerning Mankind's Evolution," 1980), that makes for roughly 30,000 Kindred
worldwide, with 20,000 of those being Cainites (as opposed to Kuei-jin or of other
origin). We'll never say this specifically anywhere, but it's a good figure to know and
probably the rule of thumb for princes looking to have any degree of vampiric population
control.

Secret Societies are Rampant

Secret societies are part of the period, and suggest that this is another mortal trend that
the Kindred have appropriated by highlighting the social nature of the sects. They aren't
vampire "governments," they're social contracts and philosophies. Even outside of the
Kindred, many of these secret (and some not-so-secret) societies will have a place. I want
to see everything from Mithraic cabals to the Fabians and everything in between..

Chapter One: The Empire After Nightfall

Focus mainly on Europe, with a harsh division between "civilized" Western Europe and
the more rustic, more barbaric Eastern Europe. Think of Western Europe as London,
Eastern Europe as Transylvania. Eastern Europe still has peasants, for God's sake, and it's
a superstitious land still living in fear of the blood-drinking count "living" high up the



mountain in his castle. Western Europe is more cosmopolitan, more elegant, better
educated and less prone to believe in such things as vampires. In fact, mysticism and the
supernatural in Western Europe are ways to indulge taboos, and often not seen as truths.

Chapter Two: A Society of Monsters

The Camarilla -

* Brujah

* Gangrel

* Malkavian (note that the Discipline spread during the period is Auspex,
Dominate, Obfuscate for Camarilla Malkavians)

* Nosferatu

* Toreador

e Tremere
e Ventrue
The Sabbat -

e Lasombra
e Tzimisce

The Independents -

e Assamites

¢ Followers of Set
e Giovanni

e Ravnos

Chapter Three: Characters

Character generations begin at 12. The much-feared 13th Generation appears with
alarming frequency in the 20th century and beyond, but this is the last stage of vampiric
presence before the widespread dilution of the Blood.

Academics (Or Languages) 1 is a requirement for literacy; anyone without it can't read.

Computer goes away. As tempted as I am to replace it with Babbage Engine, we'll instead
be adapting Enigmas from a Secondary Ability to a primary one. Focus on the "puzzle"
nature of Enigmas over the supernatural - Enigmas is puzzling out an algorithm as much
as it is deciphering the Golden Dawn's secret alphabet.

Discuss Backgrounds, noting how many of them will change in the environment. Stuff
like Status and Fame travel only as fast as the rest of communications do at the time.



We'll need some new Merits & Flaws, unfortunately. Definitely in there will be 13th
Generation. Stay away from Social Merits & Flaws because they're bullshit. You may
wish to work with some of the existing ones, adapting, for example, Medium, to represent
communication with spirits and ghosts instead of just seeing them. I don't want too many
of these, but use them to build the setting if we don't have some other suitable Trait that
covers the idea.

Chapter Four:

This is the first time, historically, that vampires have been anything other than mindless,
blood-guzzling monsters. Of course, some of those are still out there, but vampires can
also be sexy, like Lord Ruthven, Carmilla and Dracula himself. You can even model
ideas for the sects on that (though beware of pigeonholing), with the Sabbat being the
night-fiends and the Camarilla being the refined monsters.

Chapter Five: Antagonists

Here, we'll be providing a uniquely Victorian take on the usual battery of antagonists
lined up against our dashing Kindred.

Witch-Hunters: The pariah-hero fighting to save the night from the scourge of the
undead. Of course, Doctor Van Helsing is our archetype here, but give us another handful
of vigilant loners. How about a mystic, the "daughter" of a vampire (revenant family,
perhaps), or obsessed priest? I'm not interested so much in the broad categories here as |
am in the neat genre conventions (and reinventions) of the characters.

The Arcanum and the Inquisition: What are they up to in the Victorian Age? I'm thinking
League of Extraordinary Gentlemen, but with a bit more seriousness and less "pulp." I
also want an Inquisition that's close to its religious cause without being yet another
incarnation of the Evil Church of White Guilt. These are "antagonists" I want to feel for
because, for the most part at least, they're trying to do the world some good.

Secret Societies: If you don't imagine the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn, the
Templars and the Freemasons coming into conflict with the Kindred, you're not thinking
hard enough. These are your "average" members, not magic-capable members of the

group

Sorcerers and Witches: Mages? Sure. "Hedge mages"? Yep, them, too. Give me a few
examples of these sorts of witches and, as vampires aren't savvy enough to tell the
difference, lump 'em all together.

Werewolves: Now's a great time to drive home the fact that they're all monstrous,
frenzied killing machines. Don't break them into tribes, but do allude to different "clans"
of Lupines from seemingly different ethnic origin. Think of the Lupine section as a mini-
vampire section - perhaps compile a cultural spectrum that also takes age into account.



That is, a vampire lord in India is probably going to have a different experience with a
werewolf than a crud-stained Scottish Ravnos who woke up in a peat bog.

Changelings: Something about Gormenghast, despite its lack of "magic," really struck
the Victorian Changeling chord with me. I'd like to see them represented more as fey
than changelings, with emphasis on historical roles ("Leave some milk on the stoop or the
'good folk' will leave your wee bairn dead in her cradle.") and perceptions of them.

Again, don't divide by kith, but use archetypes to create a Victorian mystique.

Ghosts: Hell, yeah. With all the hellfire clubs and mediums running around doing their
thing, ghosts will have a good presence here. Note also that the ghost is more of a staple
of the Victorian/gothic horror tale than even the vampire.

Others: Tropes of the period include the birth of the serial killer, madness incarnate
(shades of The Fall of the House of Usher), long-lost evil twins, etc. We don't need hard-
and-fast Traits for these, but suggesting literary twists and new interpretations of
established ideas can make this more than just a "baddies to whack" chapter.



The Kindred Court

The Prince — Devon Maxwell
Wellington — Contact Cost:

8 Point — recognized by the Prince
10 Point — may speak directly

15 Point — Friend of the Prince

Wellington was embraced more than 200 years
ago, and has been the Prince of London for the
past 10 years. His Sire D’Amarte Colugien, a
powerful and influential Ventrue from France
embraced the young Englishman when Devon
was serving the Duke of Buckingham as the
CaEtain of his personal guard during the early
17" Century. Finding the expert swordsman to
have a keen sense of diplomacy and more than
a small talent in tactical planning, Buckingham
kept his Captain at his side teaching him to hone
his mind and potential. Wellington came to
D’Amarte’s attention while Buckingham was visiting Louis the XllI's Court and trying to avoid a
war between France, England and Spain.

With ideals probably more suited to a Brujah, Wellington is trying to make London a safer place
for both Kindred and Kine, rich and poor. He faces many obstacles from older Ventrue, powerful
members of the other clans, as well as the other supernatural creatures that live in his city. Three
years ago, he gave each Primogen control of their preferred areas of the city hoping that it would
help to bring across a better understanding of the relationships between the Vampires and the
humans who supported them, and would allow him to keep a better watch on each clan.

Devon’s personal life is a mystery. He is a very private person who does not let just anyone into
his inner circle. His friends include Sebastian Melrose, the Ventrue Primogen, Vincent Delaney,
the Nosferatu Primogen, and Brendan MacAllistair, the newly appointed Brujah Primogen. There
are rumors that he is involved with Alexis Wakefield, the Toreador Primogen. Rumors that neither
Devon nor Alexis bother to deny.

- m Brujah Primogen — Brendan MacAllistair

] Contact Cost:

5 Point — recognized by the Primogen

8 Point — may speak directly

12 Point - Friend of the Primogen

Brendan has been a warrior all his life, fighting with the
Scots against the English since he was a small boy. Born
in 1288, he has just turned 600 years old. He fought
besides Wallace and helped to make Robert the Bruce
King of the Scots. Taken during the night in a Brujah raid
on his camp, Brendan’s vampirism was forced upon him.

After fighting along with his brothers in the first Anarch
Revolution, he joined the Camarilla after the Treaty of
Thorns preferring their view of the world to that of the
Sabbat’s. Brendan likes people. He and Devon became
friends several years ago, and Devon was instrumental in
having Brendan placed at the head of the Brujah in
London.



_ Gangrel Primogen — Eric Savage

~—= Contact Cost:

] 5 Point — recognized by the Primogen

8 Point — may speak directly

12 Point — Friend of the Primogen

A relatively new member of the Prince’s Court, Eric
Savage resents the Prince’s interference in White
Chapel. The Gangrel held the traditional hunting
grounds since long before the first slums sprung up in
the area. Enjoying the freedom of hunting the poor
and homeless in the area, and aren’t too happy with
Devon’s plan to clean the area up.

[ x
I & #

/ il = t"‘i Little is known of Savage’s past. Many suspect that he

I was chosen Primogen because the rest of his clan

l[ 1 i thought that his youth would make Devon trust him.
But hIS open hostility towards the Prince and his followers, quickly changed their minds
about him.

Malkavian Primogen — Prudence McQueen
Contact Cost:

5 Point — recognized by the Primogen

8 Point — may speak directly

12 Point — Friend of the Primogen

Prudence can be found most nights in outside of
various theatres in the city selling flowers along with
the cockney rabble.

When not near the theatre district, she can be found
in the East End, and down at the docks preying on
lonely sailors and tavern crawlers.

She has been warned about allowing too many of
her clan to be embraced, and Brendan has been
tasked with keeping an eye on her and the other
Malkavians.




Nosferatu Primogen - Vincent Delaney
Contact Cost:

5 Point — recognized by the Primogen

8 Point — may speak directly

12 Point - Friend of the Primogen

The Primogen of the Nosferatu is an ancient
creature, embraced long before the Inquisition
took place. It is rumoured that he was actually
the slave of a Roman General.

Generally a friendly sort, Vincent is thought of
fondly by the Prince and the other Primogen.

Toreador Primogen — Alexis Wakefield
Contact Cost:

5 Point — recognized by the Primogen

8 Point — may speak directly

12 Point — Friend of the Primogen

Daughter of a baker, Alexis was embraced
several hundred years ago by a Toreador who
wanted to preserve her beauty to use her as a
model for his paintings forever. What Estoban
didn’t plan on was for his creation to develop a
mind and will of her own.

Disliking being chattel, she manipulated
Estoban’s downfall, and took his place as the
leader of the Toreadors. No one is sure what
her art is, but being a superior manipulator is
high on the list.



Tremere Primogen — Tobias Shaw
Contact Cost:

5 Point — recognized by the Primogen

8 Point — may speak directly

12 Point - Friend of the Primogen
Another mysterious figure, no one is really
sure how old Tobias Shaw is either.
Embraced at the age of 11, the Tremere is
one of the most powerful Kindred in
London.

Ventrue Primogen — Sebastian Melrose
Contact Cost:

5 Point — recognized by the Primogen
8 Point — may speak directly

12 Point - Friend of the Primogen

Sebastian was the youngest son of a noble
family. He decided to break away from the
family’s plans of sending him into the
priesthood, and went out to see the world
instead. Well traveled, the Ventrue speaks
more than 7 languages.

Returning to England with an abundance of
wealth from the Orient, Melrose set up his own
shipping company. His financial success, and
keen intellect drew the Devon’s attention.
Finding a kindred spirit in the young
adventurer, Devon embraced him in 1750.



Notable Persons

Russell Adams - Mortal

Adams is the owner of the Copper Penny. It is a popular
tavern where locals in the East End can enjoy a pint or
two. He is a collector of local gossip, and is very friendly
with strangers. Best way to learn secrets is to look like
you want to hear them.

Adams rents out rooms for the night, the hour, or
whatever is needed. The rooms are as clean as can be
expected. He's chopped up the upper two floors of his
building for lodging. Some of the rooms don’t even have
windows. He's also rumored to pimp out some of the
local girls, but the police don’'t seem to have a problem
with that.

Mary Halley — Brujah

Mary is an almost constant presence in the East
End much to the Gangrels’ displeasure. They are
certain that she is a spy for Brendan.

Her origins are not public knowledge, but her voice
holds a trace of an educated upbringing.

She is protective of children, and has been known to
spend an entire night watching over a lost child until
it's parents can be found or she will sometimes take
them to St. Thomas’ for one of the priests to look
after.

Deborah McDonald — Ventrue

Deborah was a schoolteacher who came from
America to study in London. The progressive
woman caught Sebastian Melrose’s eye, and he
was given permission from the Prince to embrace
the young woman.

She has a keen eye for politics, and is known for
offering Sebastian and the Prince cunning advice.




Glen Miller — Euthantatos

Glen Miller is the son of a wealthy banker. He
always liked exploring the sciences as a child, so
instead of pushing him towards inheriting the family
business, his father encouraged him to become a
doctor.

As a medical student, Miller occasionally is asked by
the police to work in the morgue assisting their
surgeon.

Henry Moore — Glasswalker

Henry Moore is the majordomo for Lord Fairfax. He
is fiercely loyal to his Lordship, and will do whatever
the man asks.

He is known to go down to the East End to find
female companionship, and to have a drink or
twelve.

Elizabeth Morgan — Verbena

A follower of the old religion, this young redhead
sells poultices and herbal teas to help the sick. She
is known as a Medium, and has run more than a few
séances when the money was right.

She lives in a modest house close to the East End
in a nice residential neighbourhood.




' Dimitri Vallens — Silent Strider

Of gypsy blood, Dimitri and his family came to
England from the forests of Spain. His family was
hoping for a promised land, but are shunned by the
people there. Finding no means of employment,

. even in the mines, they have turned to thievery to
survive.

Justin Willock Lord of Fairfax — Order of Hermes

A teacher at the University of London Medical
School, Dr. Willock’s opinion is sought by many
people, the police included, as an expert in the field
of surgery. The doctor lives in a grand house with a
large staff. He is not known for his humanitarian
ideals, and thinks that burning the East End to the
ground would solve a lot of problems for the Crown.

Carter Wilson — Police Inspector

Inspector Wilson has just been transferred to the
East End. He is a by the law sort of guy, and is not
afraid to seek justice.




History of the 19" Century

YEAR TEXTS EVENTS / CONTEXTS BIRTHS
1800 Act of Union, incorporating Ireland into

United Kingdom and abolishing Irish

Parliament

Iron-frame printing press patented by
Charles Stanhope; enabled large-sheet
printing and development of thick
advertising fonts

1801 Robert Bruce, Early of Elgin, begins to
bring to England marble scuptures and
bas reliefs from the Parthenon (see
Keats' "Elgin Marbles"

first British census: nearly 11,000,000
people (about 75% rural)

steam coach invented

1802 Edinburgh Review begins publication Harriet
Martineau

1806 John Stuart
Mill

1807 British slave trade abolished

1808 Quarterly Review begins publication

1809 Alfred
Tennyson
Charles
Darwin

1811 Prince of Wales becomes Prince Regent

(displacing the insane King George lll)

Luddite riots in the English countryside;
power looms destroyed because of
perceived threat to employment stability

of workers.
1812 |Lord Byron, Childe Robert
Harold's Pilgrimage, I-l| Browning
Charles
Dickens
1813 the first steamboat invented
1814 steam-powered printing presses

introduced at The Times

1815 Battle of Waterloo, end of Napoleonic
wars; onset of industrial depression

DEATHS



1816

1817
1818
1819

1820

1821
1822

1823

1824

1825
1827

1829
1830

1831

1832

1833

TEXTS

John Keats, Poems

Lord Byron, Don Juan I-ll

Charles Lyell, Principles

of Geology

Alfred Tennyson, Poems

EVENTS / CONTEXTS

"Peterloo massacre" by troops of
workers protesting economic conditions,
at St. Peter's field, Manchester; "Six
Acts" prohibited similar assemblies,
imposed press censorship, etc.,
instituted civilian police force.

King George IV (since 1811, Prince
Regent) succeeds to throne on death of
George Il (1820)

Gideon Mantell and William Buckland
discover dinosaur remains

first railway

Charles Babbage constructs "difference
engine" to calculate logarithms

Metropolitan Police Act

William IV becomes King on death of
brother, George IV

Liverpool and Manchester Railway
opened

first cholera epidemic (commonly
attributed to "miasma")

farm laborers riots ("Captain Swing")

Reform Act extends franchise to middle-
class males

British Emancipation Bill prohibits slavery
in British colonies

"Oxford Movement" begins ("High
Church" movement within Church of
England)

BIRTHS

Charlotte
Bronté

Emily Bronté

(Queen)
Victoria

(Prince)
Albert

Florence
Nightingale

Matthew
Arnold

Coventry
Patmore

Christina
Rossetti

Friedrich
Engels

C.L
Dodgson
(Lewis
Carroll)

DEATHS

John Keats

George
Gordon, Lord

Byron

William Blake



1834

1836

1837

1839

1840

1842

1843

1844

1845

1846

TEXTS

Charles Dickens, A
Christmas Carol in Prose

EVENTS / CONTEXTS

Poor Law Amendment Act ("New Poor
Law") requires workhouse employment
as condition of welfare relief

Factory Act regulates child labor in textile
factories (no children under nine; no
more than 48 hours per week for children
under twelve)

Christmas becomes a national holiday

newspaper tax reduced from four pence
to one penny

Victoria crowned Queen

electric telegraph line connects Euston
and Camden Town railway stations

"Charter" of political reforms is presented
to Parliament by workers, and rejected.
Chartist riots ensue.

daguerreotype photographic process
announced in France; W. H. Fox Talbot
announces negative-positive
"photogenic” process in England

introduction of Penny Post

Queen Victoria marries Prince Albert
Mudie's circulating library opens

lllustrated London News begins
publication

first commercial Christmas card
published

potato famine in Ireland

excise tax on glass production repealed
surgical anesthesia gains acceptance

reoeal of Corn Laws ends economic

BIRTHS

Walter
Besant

W. S. Gilbert

Dinah Maria
Mulock

Walter Pater

Thomas
Hardy

Gerard

Manley
Hopkins

DEATHS

Samuel
Taylor
Coleridge



1847

1848

1849

1850

1851

1854
1855

1856
1857

1859

1860

Charlotte Bronté, Jane
Eyre

Karl Marx and Friedrich
Engels, Manifest der
Kommunisten
(Communist Manifesto)

William Wordsworth, The
Prelude

Alfred Tennyson, In
Memoriam A.H.H.

John Ruskin, The Stones
of Venice

Robert Browning, Men
and Women

Alfred Tennyson, Poems,
illustrated edition (Moxon
ed.)

Charles Darwin, The
Origin of Species by
Means of Natural
Selection

protection of aristocratic farming estates.

beginning of commercial telegraph.

Ten Hours Act shortens factory work day
to ten hours for women and children

revolutions on Continent, renewed Emily Bronté
Chartist agitation in England

Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood founded

Pre-Raphaelite paintings exhibited Sir Edmund
Gosse
Karl Marx settles in London
Alfred Tennyson succeeds William William
Wordsworth as Poet Laureate Wordsworth

Public Libraries Act

gradual introduction of wood pulp in
paper manufacture (displacing cotton
rags)

Great Exhibition of the Works of Industry Mary Shelley
of All Nations ("Crystal Palace"
exhibition)

photography is popularized by
introduction of "wet collodion" process

outbreak of Crimean War Oscar Wilde

vestige of newspaper tax repealed Charlotte
Bronté

end of Crimean War

Divorce and Matrimonial Causes Act
establishes civil (non-ecclesiastical)
divorce

Sepoy Rebellion ("Indian Mutiny")
prompts consolidation of colonial rule in
India

Essays and Reviews subjects Bible to
historical criticism from within the Church
of England



1861

1862

1865

1867

1868

1869

1870

1871

1872

1873

1876

1877
1878
1879

1880

TEXTS

Christina Rossetti, Goblin
Market

Lewis Carroll, Alice's
Adventures in
Wonderland

Karl Marx, Das Capital
(Capital), vol. 1

John Stuart Mill, On the
Subjection of Women

Lewis Carroll, Through
the Looking-Glass and
What Alice Found There

Walter Pater, Studies in
the History of the
Renaissance

New English Dictionary
on Historical Principles
begins publication (later
called Oxford English
Dictionary)

EVENTS / CONTEXTS BIRTHS

William Morris opens interior decorating
and crafts shop

end of Civil War in United States,
assassination of Abraham Lincoln

first transatlantic cable completed
Hyde Park Riots

second Reform Act extends franchise to
virtually all middle class males

Fenian movement revival in Ireland

public hanging (for capital offenses)
abolished

first college for women (Girton College)
founded at Cambridge (but could not
confer degrees until after World War II)

Elementary Education Act (Forster's Act)
authorizes national subsidy of local
schools

Married Women's Property Act secures
partial financial autonomy for married
women

Universities' Tests Act (Oxford and
Cambrdige) abolishes seventeenth-
century requirement of conformity to
Church of England

Victoria crowned Empress of India
Beginning of Aesthetic Movement

Post Office secures control over
development of telephone in Britain
(invented in US in 1876)

DEATHS
Prince Albert

Charles
Dickens

Sarah
Stickney Ellis

John Stuart
Mill

Harriet
Martineau
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1885

1888

1889

1892
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1895

1896
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1899
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TEXTS

Oscar Wilde, The
Importance of Being
Earnest

Kelmscott Chaucer,
published by William
Morris and the Kelmscott
Press

Sigmund Freud, Die
Traumdeutuna (The

EVENTS / CONTEXTS

germ basis of cholera discovered

Third Reform Act passed. Extends vote
to the entire male population.

Irish Home Rule Bill defeated

Criminal Law Amendment Act prohibits
male homosexual acts in general, and
the sexual exploitation of females under
16

Remington Typewriter Company (US)
establishes dealership in Great Britain

Boer War begins in South Africa

BIRTHS

DEATHS

Charles
Darwin

Dante Gabriel
Rossetti

Matthew
Arnold
Gerard

Manley
Hopkins

Robert
Browning
Alfred
Tennyson
Walter Pater

Coventry
Patmore

Christina
Rossetti

Friedrich
Engels

C. L
Dodgson
("Lewis
Carroll")

John Ruskin



Interpretation of Dreams)

Oscar Wilde
1901 British census: 37,000,000 people (about Walter Besant
75% urban)
Queen

Victoria



The Working Class

All of your characters will be required to find gainful employment of some kind to occupy
their days. This will solve the problem of having the vampires inactive during the day
while everyone else can be up and about. Vampires do not have to work during the day,
although they could readily work in the coalmines.

I've left the following articles on the working class in the original language of the time
period to give you a better sense of the time period you'll be playing in, and an
understanding of the speech patterns of the upper and lower classes.

Chimney Sweeps

Sending boys up chimneys to clean them was a common practice, and a dangerous and
cruel one. Lord Ashley became the chief advocate of the use of chimney-sweeping
machinery and of legislation to require its use. Even earlier, however, such a law had
been proposed, but it met with strong opposition.

Their lordships had lately heard complaints of the encouragement given to machinery, in
preference to manual industry. If their lordships were determined to adopt such a course,
they must introduce a code of moral legislation unknown to their ancestors, and quite
unsuited to their habits and laws. The better way, in his judgment, would be to leave
reforms of this kind entirely to the moral feeling of, perhaps, the most moral people, on
the whole face of the earth.

Typical Work Day - 13 hours

When Sadler was defeated for reelection in 1833 by Macaulay, his successor as leader
in the campaign for shorter hours was Lord Ashley, later Earl of Shaftesbury, whose
achievements in this field exceeded any other man's. More than a generation later the
old Earl of Shaftesbury, speaking for a bill to relieve conditions of textile workers in India,
commented on the great gains brought about by similar legislation in England.

The Benefit of the Factory Legislation

" But what say you, my Lords, to a continuity of toil, in a standing posture, in a poisonous
atmosphere, during 13 hours, with 15 minutes of rest? Why, the stoutest man in
England, were he made, in such a condition of things, to do nothing during the whole of
that time but be erect on his feet and stick pins in a pincushion, would sink under the
burden. What say you, then, of children--children of the tenderest years? Why, they
become stunted, crippled, deformed, useless. | speak what | know--I state what | have
seen. When | visited Bradford, in Yorkshire, in 1838, being desirous to see the condition
of the children--for | knew that they were employed at very early ages in the worsted
business....| asked for a collection of cripples and deformities. In a short time more than
80 were gathered in a large courtyard. They were mere samples of the entire mass. |
assert without exaggeration that no power of language could describe the varieties, and |
may say, the cruelties, in all these degradations of the human form. They stood or
squatted before me in all the shapes of the letters of the alphabet. This was the effect of
prolonged toil on the tender frames of children at early ages."

Changes in the law cut the working day for women and children to 10 hour shifts.




Working in a Coal Mine

The second of the three great reports embodies the results of the investigation into the
conditions of labor in the mines made by Lord Ashley's Mines Commission of 1842. The
Mines Act of 1842 that resulted prohibited the employment in the mines of all women
and of boys under thirteen. Testimony Gathered by Ashley's Mines Commission

Sarah Gooder, aged 8 years:

"I'm a trapper in the Gawber pit. It does not tire me, but | have to trap without a light and
I'm scared. | go at four and sometimes half past three in the morning, and come out at
five and half past. | never go to sleep. Sometimes | sing when [I've light, but not in the
dark; | dare not sing then. | don't like being in the pit. | am very sleepy when | go
sometimes in the morning. | go to Sunday-schools and read Reading made Easy."

Isabella Read, 12 years old, coal-bearer:

"Works on mother's account, as father has been dead two years. Mother bides at home,
she is troubled with bad breath, and is sair weak in her body from early labour. | am
wrought with sister and brother, it is very sore work; cannot say how many rakes or
journeys | make from pit's bottom to wall face and back, thinks about 30 or 25 on the
average; the distance varies from 100 to 250 fathom. | carry about 1 cwt. and a quarter
on my back; have to stoop much and creep through water, which is frequently up to the
calves of my legs. When first down fell frequently asleep while waiting for coal from heat
and fatigue. | do not like the work, nor do the lassies, but they are made to like it. When
the weather is warm there is difficulty in breathing, and frequently the lights go out. "

How do you account for women being used so frequently as drawers in the coal-pits?
Benjamin Miller, Underlooker at Mr. Woolley's, near Staley Bridge, April 14, 1841.
"One reason is, that a girl of 20 will work for 2s. a-day or less, and a man of that age
would want 3s. 6d.: It makes little difference to the coal-master, he pays the same
whoever does the work; some would say he got his coal cheaper, but | am not of that
opinion, the only difference is that the collier can spend 1s. to 1s. 6d. more at the
alehouse, and very often the woman helps him to spend it. "

Chadwick's Report on Sanitary Conditions London, 1842

First, as to the extent and operation of the evils which are the subject of this inquiry:--
That the various forms of epidemic, endemic, and other disease caused, or aggravated,
or propagated chiefly amongst the labouring classes by atmospheric impurities produced
by decomposing animal and vegetable substances, by damp and filth, and close and
overcrowded dwellings prevail amongst the population in every part of the kingdom,
whether dwelling in separate houses, in rural villages, in small towns, in the larger
towns--as they have been found to prevail in the lowest districts of the metropolis.

That such disease, wherever its attacks are frequent, is always found in connection with
the physical circumstances above specified, and that where those circumstances are
removed by drainage, proper cleansing, better ventilation, and other means of
diminishing atmospheric impurity, the frequency and intensity of such disease is abated,;
and where the removal of the noxious agencies appears to be complete, such disease
almost entirely disappears.

That the annual loss of life from filth and bad ventilation are greater than the loss from
death or wounds in any wars in which the country has been engaged in modern times.



That of the 43,000 cases of widowhood, and 112,000 cases of destitute orphanage
relieved from the poor's rates in England and Wales alone, it appears that the greatest
proportion of deaths of the heads of families occurred from the above specified and
other removable causes; that their ages were under 45 years; that is to say, 13 years
below the natural probabilities of life as shown by the experience of the whole population
of Sweden.

Secondly. As to the means by which the present sanitary condition of the labouring
classes may be improved: The primary and most important measures, and at the same
time the most practicable, and within the recognized province of public administration,
are drainage, the removal of all refuse of habitations, streets, and roads, and the
improvement of the supplies of water. The chief obstacles to the immediate removal of
decomposing refuse of towns and habitations have been the expense and annoyance of
the hand labour and cartage requisite for the purpose. That this expense may be
reduced to one-twentieth or to one-thirtieth, or rendered inconsiderable, by the use of
water and self-acting means of removal by improved and cheaper sewers and drains.
That refuse when thus held in suspension in water may be most cheaply and innoxiously
conveyed to any distance out of towns, and also in the best form for productive use, and
that the loss and injury by the pollution of natural streams may be avoided.

That for all these purposes, as well as for domestic use, better supplies of water are
absolutely necessary.

That appropriate scientific arrangements for public drainage would afford important
facilities for private land-drainage, which is important for the health as well as

And that the removal of noxious physical circumstances, and the promotion of civic,
household, and personal cleanliness, are necessary to the improvement of the moral
condition of the population; for that sound morality and refinement in manners and health
are not long found co-existent with filthy habits amongst any class of the community.



On the Treatment of Servants by the Upper Class

Although this article is written about servants in the 1890s through 1906, it is still applicable to the
treatment of servants during the Victorian Era.

DROIT DE SEIGNEUR: EDWARDIAN SERVANTS

"When the flamboyantly high-spirited, extravagant Edward Horner seduced Lady Cunard's
beautiful, young parlourmaid in 1906, after a drunken lunch, the fourteen year-old Diana
(Manners) thought it 'eighteenth century and droit de seigneur and rather nice". She would have
been horrified if the young woman had been one of her friends, or sisters.

This high-handed, superior and condescending attitude towards servants was typical of the
Edwardian aristocracy, and, to some extent, of the middle classes. Lady Diana Manners was one
of the more likeable members of the aristocracy at that time, so her reaction shows just how
prevalent this attitude was. Servants were there to make the life of the upper classes as
luxurious, comfortable and convenient as possible.

In 1891 16% of the working population were in domestic service. In the same year there were
over one and a half million servants in the U.K. At 16% of the labour force domestic service
constituted the largest single occupation in the country.

Girls went into service from 12-14, and would earn perhaps 9d or 1s. a day to start with, rising to
10s a day by sixteen. Their aim was usually to become a cook or housekeeper. These were more
respected positions and in the "higher class" of servants. These girls usually had to start their
service as kitchen maids, their hands rubbed raw with the soda that was used instead of
detergent.

Even though servants generally worked for very long hours and very low pay, "it was considered
a privilege to serve the nobility and gentry".

An aristocratic family would generally have 3-4 servants to each member of the family. At Eaton
Hall, owned by the Duke of Westminster, there were over 300 servants, but this huge number
was an exception. Here there were 50 indoor servants and 40 gardeners.

As all housework, such as preparation of food, cleaning, ironing and washing was done by hand
and was required to be fulfilled to "standards of the most spotless cleanliness" an army of
servants was required. Members of the aristocracy even had assistance to dress, and it would
have been unheard of for them to cook or clean.

There were many different types of servants, ranging from the upper layer - the house steward
who kept the large staff in order, looked after the household servants and ordered supplies and
the housekeeper, who presided over the store room, kept the housekeeping account and the
drawing room in order - to the lower layer of servants, e.g. the kitchen and scullery maids. Life
amongst the servants was just as class conscious or more, than amongst the aristocracy.

At Longleat in the 1890's, for example, lunch was announced by a handbell rung in the servant's
hall. The lower servants stood until the upper servants sat down. At Welbeck the upper servants
dined on fine china in the steward's room, their meals accompanied by wine of good quality.

Eventually, with the invention of new technology, for example, the typewriter, the rise of feminism
and the unions, new and better opportunities became available for working men and women.
Good servants became harder and harder to find after about 1900, as more young women chose
to work as typewriters or shop assistants, jobs which gave them more freedom and higher pay.



On the first landing of the staircase is a water garden. Many Victorians had a keen
interest in the natural sciences and the Wardian cases developed at the Chelsea Physic
Garden for sending samples of plants to and from different parts of the Empire were also
used in Victorian houses to grow delicate species such as ferns. Cases like these can be
seen in the front windows of the dining and drawing rooms.

The ground floor

On the ground floor of Linley Sambourne House are the -

Dining Room, the Morning Room and a lavatory. Both the i il T
dining room and the morning room are richly furnished in
the heavy, rather dark colours favoured by the Victorians,
although the colours have faded over time. The wallpaper in
both rooms is the Pomegranate design by William Morris.
The two rooms make an interesting contrast. The morning
room would have been used every day by the ladies of the
house. It was the room where Mrs. Sambourne would do
her accounts, write letters and give orders to the servants.
The decor of the room makes it the lighter of the two and
the furniture is much more delicate.

There was a lavatory on this floor, which can still be seen
today. It is tile-lined and marble-floored. I

The drawing room

The L-shaped drawing room was one of the most important rooms of the house. Here,
all the 'at homes' and entertainment of afternoon callers would take place, guests would
assemble before dinner and the ladies would 'withdraw' once dinner was over. Later,
after their port and cigars, the gentlemen would join the ladies for music and
conversation. The room is designed to impress and houses the best furniture and
pictures. Many of the cushions and lampshades in this room were made by Marion
Sambourne.

When the Sambournes first moved into Stafford Terrace, Linley used the south end of
the drawing room as his studio. The house was not big enough for him to have a
separate workroom.

The second floor

Linley and Marion slept in the master bedroom at the front of the house. The other
bedroom on this floor was used by guests until 1898 when Roy, the Sambourne's eldest
son, moved into it.

The bathroom which is on the half-landing between the second and third floors was the
only one in the house and the bath is, in fact, the marble-lined tank in which Linley
Sambourne developed his photographs. Only cold water was piped to this bathroom; all
the hot water had to be carried from the kitchen.

The third floor

The inventory for 1877 shows that there was a day nursery, a night nursery and a
servant's bedroom on the top floor of the house



Dickens House -- A stage on the way from rented rooms to country mansion

Unlike Lord Leighton and the Linley Sambournes, Charles Dickens did not live in the
same house for most of his adult life. He lived in eight houses altogether, all of which
were very different. Dickens had no inherited wealth to help him buy a property, nor did
he have a father-in-law who could lend him money. In fact, Dickens had to support his
parents and his siblings and, though his novels were successful, he was haunted by the
need to earn enough to support all his numerous dependents.

Dickens' first lodgings after leaving his parents' home were in Buckingham Street off the
Strand and after that he moved to an apartment in Furnival's Inn in Holborn. These
rooms, which had once been part of the Inns of Court, had been turned into an
apartment block in 1810 and the site is now occupied by the Prudential Building in
Holborn. After his marriage to Catherine Hogarth, Dickens moved to a slightly bigger
apartment (Number 15) in the same block. The rent for this apartment was £50 per year
and Dickens took out a three-year lease from December 1835. Number 15 had three
third floor rooms, a kitchen and a cellar in the basement of the building and a lumber-
room on the top floor. Cooking must have been a problem in this apartment. In Martin
Chuzzlewit John Westlock lived in Furnival's Inn and Dickens describes ready-cooked
meals being brought into the apartment in a box; this may have been what the Dickens
family did on occasion.

The lease on Furnival's Inn stipulated that there should be no children living in the
apartment, so the birth of his son Charlie in 1837 precipitated a move. Dickens needed a
bigger house and one where the kitchen was not down three flights of stairs.

He and his wife moved to 48 Doughty Street in 1837 with the baby, Mary Hogarth
(Catherine's sister) and Fred, Dickens' younger brother. They lived there until December
1839 and it was in this house that Mary Hogarth died. Dickens rented the house for £80
per annum on a three-year agreement.

48 Doughty Street was built during the reign of Queen Anne (reigned 1702-14) so it was
very much older than either Leighton or Linley Sambourne's House. When Dickens lived
there it had twelve rooms on three floors, all of which can be visited today.

Basement

The basement contained a front and back kitchen and a
washhouse with a copper and a sink, all of which can still be
seen. Dickens House therefore affords a rare glimpse of the

the pavement, a wine cellar and a basement lavatory. Only the &
front basement kitchen has been substantially altered since

There were at least four domestic servants at Doughty Street - 3
a cook, housemaid, nurse and manservant. The nurse's '
monthly wages varied between £3 and £4.5s (£3 and £4.25)
and the Cook's between £2.7s (£2.35) and £4.17s (£4.85). The:
housemaid's wages were more consistent: she was paid £2.7s *




(£2.35) in 1838 and £3.3s (£3.15) in January 1839. Extra help was brought in by hiring
'tweenies' from the nearby orphanage as scullery maids.

Ground floor

The dining room and the morning room were on the ground floor, the latter overlooking a
small garden. There was also a small cloakroom on this floor with a door to the garden.
First floor

On the landing between the ground and the first floor was another lavatory. The drawing
room and Dickens' study were on this floor. There was no gas so Dickens had to work
here by candlelight or oil lamp.

Second floor

The front room became the bedroom of Dickens and Catherine and they used the small
room next to it as a dressing room. The back room with cupboards was Mary Hogarth's
room.

Third floor

At the top of the house were two 'garrets’. Fred used one as a bedroom and the other
seems to have been occupied by the nursemaid and the baby. Dickens and Catherine
had three more children whilst they were at Doughty Street.

In December 1839, Dickens took out a lease on 1 Devonshire Terrace in Marylebone
High Street at the gates of Regent's Park. Built in 1776, it was a much grander house
with thirteen rooms, stable and coach house. But the lease of Devonshire Terrace
expired in 1848/9 and Dickens was unable to renew it.

The next lease they bought was on an even grander house in Tavistock Square. Before
Dickens moved he gave orders for the equipment and fittings of the house to be
thoroughly modernized. A new range was installed in the kitchen, brass ventilators in the
dining room, the water closet was partitioned off from the bath and new carpets, curtains
and furniture were ordered. Dickens paid £1,450 for a 45 year lease and he remained in
Tavistock House until 1860 when he decided to give up his London home and move to
Gad's Hill Place, the house near Rochester he had bought in 1856.

Buying Gad's Hill Place was the fulfillment of a childhood dream for Dickens. He had
walked past the house numerous times with his father when he was a small boy and had
had it held out to him as the sort of place he might aspire to if he worked hard and was
successful. Before 1860 he had only used it as a weekend and holiday home.

Dickens paid £1,700 for the house, which had 8 bedrooms, dining room, drawing room,
library and billiard room together with all the usual offices such as the kitchen, pantry,
larder, wine cellar and servants hall in the basement. Dickens used the billiard room as a
study and the modern gaslights, which were installed, in the house made working there
much easier.

Gad's Hill Place was set in its own 26 acres with gardens, vinery, coach house and
stables. It was all a far cry from the rented rooms in Furnival's Inn where Dickens had
started his professional life and shows the kind of lifestyle many Victorian middle class
families aspired to.



Mean Streets -- the East End

This street is in the East End. There is no need to say in the East End of
what. The East End is a vast city...a shocking place...an evil plexus of
slums that hide human creeping things; where filthy men and women live
on...gin, where collars and clean shirts are decencies unknown, where
every citizen wears a black eye, and none ever combs his hair. The East
End is a place, which is given over to the Unemployed. And the
Unemployed is a race whose token is a clay pipe, and whose enemy is
soap; now and again it migrates bodily to Hyde Park with banners, and
furnished adjacent police courts with disorderly drunks.

Arthur Morrison, Tales of Mean Streets

The East End of London was in Victorian England a place outcast from the city
both economically and socially. Some nine hundred thousand people lived in this
teaming slum. Here the cattle and sheep would be herded through the streets of
Whitechapel to the slaughterhouses nearby where they were bludgeoned,
bleating with fear and pain. The streets were stained with blood and excrement.
Rubbish and liquid sewage gave the area a unique aroma.

Most of the inhabitants lived in tenement houses under deplorable
conditions:

Every room in these rotten and reeking tenement houses a family, often
two. In one cellar a sanitary inspector reports finding a father, mother,
three children, and four pigs! In another room a missionary found a man ill
with small-pox, his wife just recovering from her eighth confinement, and
the children running about half naked and covered with dirt. Here are
seven people living in one underground kitchen, and a little dead child
lying in the same room. Elsewhere is a poor widow, her three children,
and a child who has been dead thirteen days...\Where there are beds they
are simply heaps of dirty rags, shavings or straw, but for the most part
these miserable beings find rest only upon the filthy boards.

Andrew Mearns, The Bitter Cry of Outcast London

For the most part the people who lived in this East End were the working poor,
those who worked occasionally, those who did not work at all and criminals. Most
people lived on a day-to-day basis. More than half of the children born in the East
End died before the age of five. Of those who survived, many were mentally and
physically handicapped.

Prostitution was one of the only reliable means through which a single woman or
widow could maintain herself. The police estimated that in 1888 there were some
1,200 prostitutes in Whitechapel, not including the women who supplemented
their meager earnings by occasional prostitution.

There were over 200 common lodging houses in Whitechapel accommodating
almost 9,000 people. The sleeping rooms were long rooms with rows of beds,
often infested with vermin and insects. If a woman had not earned enough
money that day to pay for a bed for the night, she would have to find someone
who would let her sleep with him in return for sexual favors. Otherwise she slept
on the street.



The Russian pogroms of the early 1880's and expulsion of Poles from Prussia
accounted for a wave of immigration from Eastern Europe into London. Many of
these immigrants were Jewish and settled in large numbers in Whitechapel
because of the low rents. For the most part, this Jewish settlement had a very
beneficial effect on the area, by improving the sanitary conditions and physical
safety of the area.

However, despite various urban renewal efforts and the improvement in
environmental conditions brought about by the Jewish settlers, Whitechapel was
still an area known for its poverty and crime.



